Lutheran Science Institute www.LutheranScience.org

God or No God?
Creation or Evolution?

Critical Considerations of Your Origin and Existence

Ted M. Reuschel

Say a medical doctor believes that no one ever gets cancer. This doctor decides he will never diagnose any
patient as having cancer. When a patient presents symptoms of having cancer, this doctor plans to diagnose his
patient as having something other than cancer, and treat for that diagnosis instead of treating for cancer. Trusting
such a doctor may be fatal. Such a situation is unimaginable, yet this is precisely what those who write the
evolution story do. The evolution story rejects the possibility of a creator god, rejects the possibility of a planet-
wide flood on earth, rejects the possibility of a young earth, and so much more. All these are rejected on the
assumption that there is no creator god. While trusting the cancer denying doctor could lead to death, trusting
evolution can lead to eternal death, since evolution has shipwrecked the faith of many Christians and given false
comfort to doubters and scoffers.

This article will compare how creation and evolution view the world around us and show how evolution
consistently rejects explanations based on a creator god.

Why does the world exist?

Why is there anything at all? Does science have the answers? Is there a god behind it all? At some point in
life each of us must come to terms with our existence. You have probably come to one of three positions, 1)
Embrace creation by an all-powerful God, 2) Dismiss a miraculous creation altogether, in favor of evolution, or
3) Try to ignore the issue and live with uncertainty.

Most people believe in a higher power. It is historically the natural response of humans to the marvel of
existence. The ancient Greeks, known for their deep thinking on such matters, had over time developed numerous
deities in an attempt to represent all aspects of human life. Worried that they might overlook a god, they even
constructed an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.

Even in our modern society the natural curiosity and sensitivity pertaining to nature and its origin remain a
nagging question for each of us. How did everything come to be? It all comes down to this:

Either it made itself, or it was made.

If there is no creator god, then having taken a position of dismissal or denial is of course of no consequence. If,
on the other hand, there is a creator god, then denying that truth would be disastrous.
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If we remain open to the possibility of a creator god, then certain questions naturally follow. Why did that god
make everything, especially us humans? What does he want of us? Is he going to hold us accountable for falling
short?

Whether we care to admit it or not, there are innumerable features of our natural surroundings which strongly
suggest the presence of an extraordinary outside influence. Many people, for a variety of reasons, decide to ignore
or deny such powerful indications. Yet their human nature, their consciousness and reason, then demands some
alternative explanation. Many today claim they find some comfort in the explanations offered by evolution.

For many who are hesitant to believe in a god of creation, it is the declarations of evolution regarding the origin
of the universe and the subsequent evolution of life that are among the greatest hurdles to accepting a god-based
beginning. Evolution theory attempts to replace a creator god with alternatives, and many humans seem ready to
follow this path. That being the case, it becomes especially important when considering “God or no god,” to ask:

e What is the basis for the claims of evolution?
o What is the reliability of those declarations as to our origins?

An Expanding Universe

The theory of evolution as to the origin of everything begins with the observable “now” and then looks backward
for explanations. One significant attribute of the universe is that it seems to be expanding. Galaxies are moving
away from each other as the universe expands. This characteristic is determined by observing a redshift, that is,
a lengthening of the light waves and the subsequent change in the color of light toward the red spectrum. However,
this redshift has two independent causes: the Doppler effect and the Hubble flow.

Doppler effect: All of us are familiar with the changing sound of a freight train as it passes by. As it approaches,
its sound waves are compressed as they reach our ears, creating a higher pitch. As it passes by, its waves are
stretched out relative to our ears, creating a lower pitch. The resulting change reveals that the object is passing
by, and even allows us to calculate speeds and distances. Similarly, light also moves in waves, so it too exhibits
the Doppler effect. As distant galaxies and stars move through space away from us (or we move away from them),
the wavelengths of light lengthen and shift toward the red.

Hubble Flow: On the other hand, there is the Hubble Flow, as astronomer Dr. Danny R. Faulkner (who taught

at the University of South Carolina Lancaster for over 26 years, and now is a creationist author) explains,
Cosmologists usually assume that all matter in the universe is at rest with respect to space. What is
expanding is space itself. Therefore, as space expands, the matter in the universe is carried along with the
expansion. As such, particles are not actually moving apart. Instead, more space appears between particles
as the universe expands. ...galaxies can be at rest with respect to space, but they appear to fly apart due to
the expansion of space. Therefore, the redshifts due to the expansion of the universe are not Doppler shifts.
Sometimes the perceived motion due to expansion is called Hubble flow. !

1 Danny R. Faulkner, Misconceptions About General Relativity, Cosmology, and the Big Bang, in Universe By Design, website version,
June 4, 2013, https://answersingenesis.org/astronomy/cosmology/misconceptions-of-general-relativity-cosmology-and-the-big-bang/
(accessed 11-17-16)

reprinted from the LSl Journal, Vol. 30, no. 4 (fall 2016) Page 2 of 12


https://answersingenesis.org/astronomy/cosmology/misconceptions-of-general-relativity-cosmology-and-the-big-bang/

Lutheran Science Institute www.LutheranScience.org

Evolutionists rely heavily on the expansion principle to justify a “Big Bang” type of beginning, even though the
origin of the forces and materials in the Big Bang cannot be explained. Their theory begins with “stuff” existing
in a singularity.

Is an expanding universe in conflict with the Bible? Not at all. While some other plausible explanations for the
redshift have been proposed, God may well have created an expanding universe. When he created the universe,
he did so by the power of his Word. God created and upholds a universe which follows physical rules which he
himself established. Our attempt to discover and explain those rules is called “science.”

Age of the Universe

Evolutionists place the age of our universe at 13.81 billion years +/- 120 million years. That’s a very precise
figure and therefore looks so believable to many. Such a large number is, of course, very helpful and necessary
to evolutionists in accounting for the immense time which they propose would be required for the astounding
evolution from gas and space dust to complex human life.

Where did that number come from? Astrophysicist Dr. Ethan Siegel (an evolutionist and award winning science
writer) explains how evolutionists calculate the age of the universe in a recent article. He states that there are
really only two methods for calculating the age of the universe and then explains both. He describes the primary
calculation method,

If we can measure how the Universe is expanding today and how it has expanded throughout its entire
history ...we can extrapolate this back in time, and learn the entire expansion history of the Universe, and
hence, its age. ...The number we get ...is that the universe is 13.81 billion years old, with an uncertainty
of just 120 million years.>

Siegel also lists some of the many assumptions on which this primary age calculation is based:
Under the laws of General Relativity, if you have a universe like ours, which is: of uniform density on the
largest scales, which has the same laws and general properties at all locations, which is the same in all
directions, and in which the Big Bang occurred at all locations everywhere at once, then there is a unique
connection between how old the universe is and how it’s expanded throughout its history.®

Siegel then describes the second method, which is calculating the age of stars in clusters. Those result in ages
of 13 — 14 billion years, which would seem to affirm the result of the first method.

Astronomer Dr. Danny R. Faulkner writes about the assumptions Siegel lists above:
These assumptions are that the universe is both homogeneous and isotropic (we call this the cosmological
principle). Homogeneity is the assumption that matter in the universe is uniformly distributed throughout
space and that physical laws are the same everywhere. Isotropy is the assumption that the universe has the
same properties in every direction. How well founded are these assumptions? Matter in the universe is
very clumpy, but cosmologists generally assume that, at the largest scale in the universe, these clumps
smooth out. However, at all scales that we observe, the universe is not smooth. Furthermore, evidence

2 Ethan Siegel, How Do We Know The Age Of The Universe?, Forbes website, April 26, 2016,
http://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2016/04/29/how-do-we-know-the-age-of-the-universe/#4c9ef09c39ff (accessed 11-17-
16)

3 Siegel.
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suggests that not only is the universe not homogeneous, it also is not isotropic. If the cosmological principle
is not true, then one must question whether the big bang model is true.*

Faulkner also explains how evolutionists modify their calculations so that the results of each method match,
From the early 1960s until the early 1990s, the age of the universe was estimated to be 1618 billion years.
Notice that the range in this age estimate does not overlap with the current range of age estimate. The gap
between the two ranges 2 billion years. Many scientists are convinced that the current age estimate is
correct, but there was equal confidence in the older age estimate. Until a little more than two decades ago,
the expansion rate of the universe was thought to be much lower than today. This lower expansion rate
resulted in an older age. At that time, astronomers generally resisted a higher expansion rate, even though
for years a few astronomers had provided evidence for a greater expansion rate. Why was there such
resistance? Astronomers realized that a faster expansion rate would shorten the age of the universe, but
astronomers also thought that globular clusters were at least 15 billion years old, if not older. If the universe
were expanding much faster than generally thought at the time, then the universe would be younger than
globular star clusters, which, of course, makes no sense. Once astronomers finally accepted the faster
expansion rate and younger age for the universe, they had to rework their understanding of globular star
clusters to improve the fit. Clearly, this adjustment would not have been made if it were not necessitated
by the new estimated age of the universe. Perhaps these supposedly independent methods of age
determination are not so independent after all.®

Evolutionists assume that everything we see today came about naturally, that everything has gone through a life
cycle. For instance, they assume white dwarf stars are more than 10 billion years old,® since they assume white
dwarfs were previously red giant stars, and that red giants had previously gone through the various stages of main
sequence stars with their calculated thermonuclear reaction progressions.

However, the Bible tells us that God created a complete working world. Scientists are observing this all in
process: the universe expanding, the elements in radioactive decay, the stars at various stages of brightness, a
cosmic microwave background, soil in place, trees and animals mature, etc. On day seven of creation week it
would already “appear” to a creation-denying scientist that billions of years had passed in order for these
phenomena to be observed. But these evolutionists would be wrong, because they assumed that there is no creator
god and then go about imagining how things came to be without a creator god. It is also of very great importance
to note that the numbers proposed by evolutionists are all based on a wide range of initial assumptions which best
fit their preferred models, and all of which already exclude creation as a possibility.

The worldwide Genesis Flood provides other very fitting explanations for what evolutionists claim requires an
old Earth.

4 Danny R. Faulkner, How Do We Know the Age of the Universe?, Answers In Genesis website, June 13, 2016,
https://answersingenesis.org/astronomy/age-of-the-universe/how-do-we-know-age-universe/ (accessed 11-17-16)

5 Faulkner, How Do We Know the Age of the Universe?

6 White Dwarfs -Aging Stars, National Geographic webpage, http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/space/universe/white-

dwarfs-article/ (accessed 11-17-16)
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Origin of Life

Regardless of one’s position as to how the lifeless physical stuff of the universe came into being, we are left to
marvel as to how life itself could possibly have developed from non-living chemicals, and especially how humans
came to inhabit the earth.

Evolutionists tell us that heavier elements like carbon, nitrogen, and oxygen, which are essential to life, would
not under a Big Bang scenario appear ready-made in a universe as it first starts expanding. Rather, they say, these
elements were made in stars over billions of years through a series of nuclear reactions and then spread around
the universe as certain types of dying stars exploded in supernovae. Eventually some of these elements reached
earth and formed into the non-living chemical building blocks of life.

Evolutionists suggest that the earth itself came into being about 4.5 billion years ago. They further suggest that
the first signs of life, simple cells they have given the name “prokaryotes,” appeared around 3.8 billion years ago.’
So, in about 700,000 years, life is said to have developed from non-life, and by chance mutations, adaptations and
“survival of the fittest” events, subsequently become ever-increasingly complex.

Is this explanation in conflict with the Bible? Most certainly! The Bible tells us that God conceived of, designed,
and then created that amazing condition called “life” beginning on the third day.

Consider the extraordinary chain of events which would have been required if evolution were true! Evolutionists
claim that critical heavier elements needed for life came to earth from the stars. They say that life — pulsating,
moving and performing procreative functions — came from stuff that has no life. Keep in mind that biochemical
reactions outside of life or the lab are rare, yet evolutionists propose the chance assembly of biological chemicals
required for life (amino acids, proteins, lipids, DNA and RNA, carbohydrates, and others). Thousands upon
thousands of these non-living chemicals are required for even the most “simple” life form. Molecules can only
react with other molecules by colliding with them. Chemicals, per se, do not undergo natural selection. They
randomly collide with other molecules, and then react under certain circumstances.

Evolutionists propose that the first single-celled “prokaryote” life form amazingly appeared. This early form of
life somehow survived the many changes which did not occur simultaneously with other critical changes. Then
“life” somehow managed to also re-create itself before dying out for lack of a reproductive function. The
mutations of genetic DNA are very rare, totally random, seldom of any benefit, and of course highly unlikely to
occur simultaneously with related necessary new features.

In fact, the fossil record shows almost no evidence of change from one kind of animal to another, and what little
fossil evidence exists is often disputed even among evolutionists. The so-called “missing links” are still missing.

As we consider the origin of life and the plant and animal world, we find them to be compelling testimony to
design by a miraculous Creator. Now let’s turn to human life.

7 www.bbc.co.uk/nature/history of the earth (accessed 11-17-16)
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Human Life

As life forms became more complex, evolutionists claim, fish evolved into land animals, dinosaurs evolved into
birds, and ape-like creatures evolved into humans. Humans by countless and continued beneficial changes and
by survival of the fittest, slowly evolved into the current upright, organized, forward-looking and intelligent
version.

Is this explanation in conflict with the Bible? Entirely! The Bible states that God created our extraordinarily-
designed and complex human form on the sixth day of that first week. Evolutionists imagine that the earliest life
forms must have been very simple and just became more complex over time. Yes, very complex indeed!

There is an enormous difference between us and our supposed closest relatives, the primates. Humans are able
to question their origin, existence, and future, consider ethics, seek a relationship with a higher power (god), and
contemplate visiting other planets. These are remarkable attributes and have nothing whatsoever to do with
survival. Nor do they fit well at all with mindless natural selection which expects advances to occur only to the
level that is able to cope with the existing circumstances.

Humans are in fact the most marvelous testimony to God’s creative genius. Consider these examples of just a
few of our extraordinary features. As you do, consider also how evolution could bring them to pass.

e The human body is made up of some 10-100 trillion cells.® A cell is by no means simple, containing hundreds
of complex components. Each cell is uniquely positioned and equipped to perform its assigned function.

e Most cells in the human body have a nucleus with DNA?®, a super-molecule that contains coded information in
a chemical format for replication. If DNA from just a single invisible cell were removed and uncoiled, it would
be about 6 feet long.°

¢ The human eye is capable of automatic adjustments for distance focus, light intensity and angle of vision. Nerve
sensors convey an image to the brain which blends and deciphers it all for us in an instant. The eyes are paired
and wide-set for distance perception, and deep-set with eyebrows and eyelashes to protect them from damage.

e The ear has a vibrating membrane and liquid chamber with over 20,000 auditory receptors.** The ears are paired
to assist in locating the source of sound and, as an added benefit, they maintain our sense of balance.

e The human skeleton has 206 separately distinct bones.!? They are strong enough to support the body and to
protect organs, yet lightweight, and with enough flexibility to absorb shock without breakage. Ounce for ounce,
they are stronger than solid steel. Yet bones are living tissue, and by no means inert. They are a reservoir for
essential minerals, and the source of red and white blood cells and platelets. Some 100 million red blood cells
die and are replaced every minute.™

8 www.statisticbrain.com/human-body-statistics (accessed 11-17-16)

9 Red blood cells, for example, do not have a nucleus.

10 McGraw Hill Encyclopedia of Science and Technology. New York: McGraw Hill, 1997.

11 www.physicsclassroom.com/class/sound/Lesson-2/The-Human-Ear (accessed 11-17-16)

12 www.statisticbrain.com/human-body-statistics (accessed 11-17-16)

13 http://book.bionumbers.org/how-quickly-do-different-cells-in-the-body-replace-themselves/ (accessed 11-17-16)
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o At the core of the circulatory system, the heart pumps automatically some 100,000 times a day, carrying blood
through 60,000 miles of vessels, and servicing every single cell in the body.** That blood contains essential
ingredients for survival, including red blood cells carrying a fresh supply of oxygen, white blood cells ready to
attack bacteria and other pathogens, platelets to assure prompt clotting in the event of injury, and many other
important components.

o The veins returning utilized blood components to the heart would have a hard time fighting gravity were it not
for well-spaced one-way valves which prevent its movement back down the legs and arms.

¢ In our lungs our circulating blood removes wastes and absorbs fresh oxygen, as we inhale and exhale nearly
23,000 times per day.® It happens in the millions of microscopic air sacs, providing an astoundingly large
surface exchange area.

e Our kidneys provide further cleansing functions, filtering a quart of blood every minute.® At the same time
they delicately adjust electrolyte levels, and detect, sort, and get rid of waste.

o Our stomach acid is strong enough to dissolve zinc, yet has relatively little immediate effect on our stomach
lining. But just to be sure, the entire lining of the stomach is regenerated every 2 to 9 days to prevent cumulative
injury.’

e The brain contains some 86 billion neurons,*® constantly receiving millions of sensor communications from all
over the body, automatically regulating and adjusting all internal functions, carrying out muscular actions, as
well as consciously thinking, and all of this simultaneously.

o Our skin is highly protective, yet very pliable and sensitive. Each square inch has 300 sweat glands and 20 feet
of blood vessels. It is also constantly re-building to the tune of 30-40 thousand cells each minute.®

¢ One of the most amazing other examples is the highly complex human reproduction system. There are very
distinct, and yet entirely complementary, differences between male and female reproductive systems. If even
one tiny feature in either gender was not perfectly compatible with the other, they could not have reproduced.
If the tiny fertilized egg was not totally programmed for precise differentiation of functions, it would just be a
mass of useless cells. If the growing baby was not perfectly provided for by means of its own umbilical cord,
it could not have developed. If there was not a way for the baby to be born, it would not have lived. If it did
not begin immediately to breathe in and utilize oxygen, it would never know life outside the womb. If the
mother was not already equipped to feed sustaining milk, the baby could not have survived. If its parents didn’t
know what it really was, or didn’t care, the child would not have been protected and nurtured into maturity to
sustain the reproductive cycle into subsequent generations.

How could this possibly come about? “He created them male and female.” (Genesis 1:27)

The entire body of these and thousands upon thousands of other intricate parts and functions, including most so
small they can’t even be seen, are each doing their job and in a marvel of integration.

14 www.statisticbrain.com/human-body-statistics (accessed 11-17-16)

15 www.statisticbrain.com/human-body-statistics (accessed 11-17-16)

16 |bid.

17 http://book.bionumbers.org/how-quickly-do-different-cells-in-the-body-replace-themselves/ (accessed 11-17-16)
18 http://www.livescience.com/18749-human-brain-cell-number.html| (accessed 11-17-16)

19 https://forefrontdermatology.com/skin-fun-facts/ (accessed 11-17-16)
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Your Personal Consciousness

For thousands of years, philosophers have contemplated our existence and consciousness. Evolution offers poor
answers and little comfort. If evolution is true, then life is meaningless since we are just space “stuff.”

The Bible makes it clear that mankind is the purpose of God’s entire creation, its focal point and crowning glory.

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish
of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls on the earth.” (Gen 1:28)

As the object of creation, each of us is specifically and individually noticed and loved.

Look at how great a love the Father has given us that we should be called God’s children. And we are! (1
John 3:1a)

While God created a world which is intriguing, this wasn’t his ultimate goal of our existence. Humans are not
destined for just a short “blip” on earth, but rather they are destined for a special, intimate and eternal relationship
with their loving Creator.

For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in
Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

Nature of Science and Religion

We have reviewed some of the basic declarations of evolution. As people try to make sense of all of the features
and workings of the universe, they attempt to use science to provide answers.

Unfortunately, evolution begins not with the open question, “By what means might the universe, our Earth, and
life possibly have come to be?” Rather it uses the already biased question, “How might earth, life and the universe
possibly have come to be, if we refuse to consider divine creation as one possible answer?” With a beginning
such as this, all evidence pointing to creation, as well as a Biblical world-wide flood, is ignored or interpreted in
other, often unreasonable, ways. This is precisely what has happened!

Science, by its very nature and definition,
attempts to explain everything through natural causes.
It is not able to use the miraculous as any part of its explanation!

Consequently, a conflict arises when theories and philosophies are developed by evolutionists who have
predetermined not to even consider the supernatural as an option, even if there is evidence clearly supportive of
creation and a worldwide Flood. Instead, they relentlessly pursue fabulous explanations as alternatives. They can
also be very outspoken and convincing in purporting them as fact. Museums and public agencies like the National
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Park Service have swallowed biased evolutionary statements and portrayed them as fact in their displays.
Publishers of school textbooks have done the same.

Scientists make fabulous and intriguing discoveries and conclusions about nature and the world. However, we
need to be aware that these scientific models are constantly revised and even replaced as new discoveries are
made. Both evolutionists and creationists are able to see these as evidence of a tremendously complex, yet orderly
and marvelous world. Most of these perceptions about the natural world are in keeping with a six-day creation,
young universe, and world-wide flood. What scientists are actually doing is discovering, describing and
documenting the elements and effects of creation itself.

Evolutionists go further and imagine a history of the universe without a creator god. Is it difficult to conceive
of a supernatural being creating all of this? Perhaps so, due to our sin-darkened reason. Our sinful minds would
rather believe in a long chain of countless natural events with no creator god, even if those imagined natural events
are actually dependent on events even more unbelievable than the six-day creation God reveals in Scripture.

Truth of Our Origin

In seeking after answers, believers in God have a distinct advantage over the theories of evolutionists. The
creator God has personally told us how the world originated. It is revealed through the writers of the Bible, who
wrote what God told them to say. Let’s now look more closely at what the Bible has to say about origins and
existence. We will begin by examining carefully its sole opening verse, so simple that its full content is easily
overlooked, yet so complete:

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
(Genesis 1:1)

“In the beginning....” Note the significance of the catch-all “beginning.” It doesn’t say the beginning of this
or that, but “in” the beginning, and so indicating the beginning of everything. That includes time, matter, energy,
and space. There is nothing at all to contemplate before “the beginning,” with one very important exception, God
himself.

“...God....” Nothing or no one else, just the one mighty God was responsible for the beginning of all things.
This would require the most powerful and wise being which believers accept as they marvel at the products of his
creation.

“... created....” When used in context with “In the beginning,” it means to make something which did not exist
before. To make something from absolutely nothing. God “miraculously” made the entire world happen.

“... the heavens and the earth.” In these few words God creates the entire universe, and over the next week,
refines it into the perfect habitation for his crown of creation: mankind.

So the heavens and the earth and everything in them were completed. By the seventh day God completed

His work that He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work that He had done. (Genesis
2:1-2)
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Denying the Creator

There is evidence all around us for divine creation. In evaluating this same evidence, evolutionists intentionally
develop alternatives to fill the void when a creator god has been consciously excluded. The Bible states very
clearly:

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims the work of His hands. Day after day they
pour out speech; night after night they communicate knowledge (Psalm 19:1-2)

For His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the
creation of the world, being understood through what He has made. As a result, people are without excuse.
(Romans 1:20)

But ask the animals, and they will instruct you; ask the birds of the sky, and they will tell you. Or speak to
the earth, and it will instruct you; let the fish of the sea inform you. Which of all these does not know that
the hand of the Lord has done this? (Job 12:7-9)

The fool says in his heart, “God does not exist.” (Psalm 14:1a)

By open and unbiased observation and study of nature and the universe, we can readily conclude that
“miraculous” events had to have been a part of our world’s beginning, and sustaining it yet today. In that sense
we can then know that a god exists. But as sinful humans, we suppress the truth of creation and turn to alternate
explanations (Romans 1:18-32). By our sin darkened nature we “willfully ignore” the truth of a creator god (2
Peter 3:3-6).

Our Eternal Destiny

Each and every day approximately 150,000 people from around the world die. In that instant, each of them will
meet their Creator God: some to eternity with him in heaven, a place of eternal joy, without pain or sadness, and
forever present with our Creator God; others to hear their judgment to hell, a place of eternal darkness, fire, and
agony, with eternal separation from the Creator God.

How can we avoid the tragedy of hell? We must understand that God has a standard for living. In Matthew
5:48 he says “be perfect.” We can be thankful that the one and only true God is one of perfect goodness rather
than accepting of evil, and that he has set a standard of perfection for all mankind. Yet James 2:10 makes it
perfectly clear that “For whoever keeps the entire law, yet fails in one point, is guilty of breaking it all.” Likewise
in Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” In other words, we are incapable of
attaining heaven on our own effort or merit. What then is our alternative?

Thankfully, the true God is also a loving God, who has not left us to struggle fearfully and guess aimlessly about
the sure path to an eternity in heaven.

The Lord has made His victory known; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. (Psalm
98:2)
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...God our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy
2:3-4)

God had already revealed this plan firsthand to Adam and Eve, the first humans, and then to subsequent
generations as well. As St. Paul responded to the Greeks in Athens who had erected that altar to an unknown
God, “...what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.” (Acts 17:23). God has provided, through divine
inspiration, the saving words He wants all of us to know. These have been recorded, collected and preserved in
the Holy Scriptures:

But now He has reconciled you by His physical body through His death, to present you holy, faultless, and
blameless before Him. (Colossians 1:22)

Therefore, no condemnation now exists for those in Christ Jesus, because the Spirit’s law of life in Christ
Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. What the law could not do since it was limited by
the flesh, God did. He condemned sin in the flesh by sending His own Son in flesh like ours under sin’s
domain, and as a sin offering, (Romans 8:1-3)

Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
(John 14:6)

For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in
Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

This message is known as the Gospel. It’s the Good News of the Bible! It is how we deal with our shortcomings,
our natural guilt, and our accountability. It is the amazing phenomenon of grace, God’s undeserved and unearned
gift of forgiveness and a free ticket to heaven —all the result of the completed work of Jesus as our substitute.

Without God, all of mankind’s speculation about time, matter, energy, space, and origins is utterly and totally
meaningless. Without God, the universe and our lives have no ultimate purpose whatsoever. What a wonderful
thing is faith in a creating, loving, and saving God who invites us to spend an eternity with him in heaven.

Why does the world exist?

We began with questions: Why does the world exist? Why is there anything at all? Either it made itself, or it
was made.

Evolutionists might counter one last time with similar questions. “How did God come to be? Did He make
Himself, or was He made?” The Bible makes it clear that God was “from eternity to eternity” (Psalm 90:2). We
cannot answer in any humanly sensible terms how this could be. Even so, we know that he was the only Being
from eternity. All the answers lie within his existence. We can be content to let the incomprehensible details lie
within his all-comprehending wisdom.

Evolutionists have no answer to why the world exists other than “for no reason.” To them, there is no ultimate
purpose to the universe nor to life, for everything is a cosmic accident.
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God himself answers the question, “Why does the world exist?” God created everything for his own purposes,
and for his own glory. “The heavens declare the glory of God” (Psalm 19:1a). Out of divine love, we too were
created for God’s glory (Isaiah 43:7).

Faith
Through what does this assurance come? It is through faith that we believe that God created.

By faith we understand that the universe was created by God’s command, so that what is seen has been
made from things that are not visible. (Hebrews 11:3)

And the origin of that faith?

So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message about Christ. (Romans
10:17)

And what is that message?

...the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (2
Timothy 3:15b).

Thanks to Rev. David M. Putz who reviewed Biblical references for the author prior to submitting this article to
LSI. [editorial note: The LSI Editorial Committee has also reviewed and edited this article as it does for all
articles published in the LSI Journal.]

Ted M. Reuschel has a bachelor’s degree in the natural resources field of forestry, which he practiced for nearly

40 years until his retirement. He is a member of Emanuel First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lansing,
Michigan.
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